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CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF LEVAN ALEXIDZE

Academician Levan Alexidze passed away on 31 July 2019. He was 93. Professor
Ketevan Khutsishvili’s Celebrating the life of Levan Alexidze, the renowned
international scholar, professor and eminent public figure, and several
selected memories received from different pares of the world are invariably

transferred in this Edition published on 31 July 2020.
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KETEVAN KHUTSISHVILI - CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF LEVAN ALEXIDZE

Professor Alexidze’s contributions to the development of the doctrine of International Law and
rescarch of history have become indispensable tools for the conduct of public affairs worldwide.
Ofticial documents, drafted by Professor Alexidze or with his Co—authorship, have been of
immense importance for the statchood of contemporary Georgia. He played a crucial role during
the restoration of sovereignty to, and in the drafting of the Constitution of newly independent
Gcorgia and in its admission to various international organizations as a full—ﬂcdgcd member. He
worked hard and acted quickly to establish the Georgian International Law School as a part of the
newly created International Law and International Relations Faculty at Thilisi State University
immediately after the collapse of the Soviet Union. His critical vision as an Academician and
creative analysis of traditional legal concepts as well as the ensuing sustainability of his conclusions

have been of immense value.

Levan Alexidze will be dearly missed by all his loved ones. He will always be remembered for his
exceptional gift of friendship and extraordinary professional leadership.

May he serve as an example to all of us!

Levan Alexidze was born in Thilisi on July 5, 1926. Having gmduated Faculty of Law of Thilisi
State University in 1946, in 1964 he was awarded a Doctoral degree in Law by the same Faculty.
During his long professional career until his untimely, sudden death on 31 July 2019, Levan Alexidze
was always intimately associated with his Georgian alma mater until the last days of his life - in
addition to the many important positions and functions he held in Georgian and international
public life. He was a Senior Officer at the UN Secretariat’s Human Rights Department in New
York and Geneva; Chief Advisor to the President of Georgia in international legal matters and
Chairman of the Georgian Parliament’s Legal Committee as well as Constitutional commissions. He
represented his country in numerous international and regional conferences and meetings and was
member of prestigious international law institutions. Professor Alexidze was also a prolific writer
of scholar]y works and a frcqucnt lecturer on the importance of international law at Universities
and 1egal Academies in Europe and the USA. His invaluable contributions to Georgian public life,

good governance and the rule of law were recognized in receiving many state prizes and awards.

Professor Alexidze’s professional life was of incredible intensity and variation. Some details below:
Positions and Functions:

Professor of International Law at Thilisi State University (since 1965); Member of the American
Branch of the International Law Association (1970—1976); Senior Officer at the UN Secretariat’s
Human Rights Department in New York and Geneva (1970-1977) including as Secretary of the UN
Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities, (1970-1975), Head
of the Advisory Services and Spccial Procedures Department (1975—1977) and Personal Representative
of the UN Secretary General and organizer of many inter-state seminars; Member of the former
Soviet Association of International Law (1958-1991) including Member of its Executive Board (1962-
1970 and 1981-1990); and Member of the International Law Association (1962-1990); First Vice-



348 Levan Alexidze Journal of International Law [2020]

Rector of the Thilisi State University (1985-1993); its Deputy Rector (2010-2015); and Director of the
International Law Institute at the Law Faculty of Thilisi State University (since 2010).

Member and Chairman of the Legal Committee of the Parliament of Georgia (1990-1991);

Chief” Adviser to the President of Georgia on international 1egal matters (1993—2004); Member
of the Georgian Delegation in the Geneva Discussions on Abkhaz problems; Deputy Head of the
Georgian Delegation at the Vienna International Conference on Human Rights (June 1993); Legal
expert of the Georgian Delegation at the 47th and 49th Sessions of the UN General Assembly
(1993-1995); Representative of Georgia at the sessions of the UN Commission on Human Rights
(1994-1999); President of the Club of Rome in Georgia (since 1995); Ambassador Extraordinary and
P]cnipotcntinry (since 1996); Head of the Georgian Dclcgation at the session of the UN Human
P\ights Committee (March 1997); Legal expertat the Rome Conference on the International Criminal
Court (July 1998); Member in respect of Georgia in the Council of Europe’s Commission against
Racism and Intolerance (1999-2012); Director of the Institute of European Law and International
Human Rights Law (since 2000); Full Member of the Georgian National Academy of Sciences (since
2001); Chairman of the Committee for International Legal Aspects of the Georgian Constitution
in the State Constitutional Commission (2009-2010); and member of the European Society of

International Law (2011-2012).

Since 1970 Levan Alexidze lectured on international law at prestigious institutions in the USA and
Europe, including Emory and Boston Universities (USA); the Humboldt University (Germany); The
Hague Academy of International Law; the State Universities of Kiev, Baku and Yerevan; the State
University of Latvia, and the Academy of Human Rights (Greece).

Scientific works:

Professor Alexidze’s more than 150 scientific monographs, textbooks, scientific articles, extensively
published in English, German, Spanish, Russian and Georgian, have provided the foundation for
the study of international legal aspects of Georgian history, were recognized as international law
doctrine and served to substantiate the groundless nature of the right to self-determination claimed
by aggressive separatists of breakaway Abkhazia, Georgia and South Ossetia, Georgia. He is the
author of the first Georgian-language textbooks in the field of international law, being published
since 1968; Levan Alexidze also started the Gcorginn—EngliSh Journal of International Law and was
an editor and co-author Ofdictionary—guides such as the one on Modern International Law, Tbilisi,

20073; and on International Law and Human Rights, Thilisi, 2005.

Prizes and Awards:

Levan Alexidze has received state prizes and awards, including St. George’s Victory Order (2013);
Honorary Citizen of Tbilisi (2011); the Presidential Order of Excellence (2010); Order of Honor
(1996); and the Georgian state prize in science for a monograph: Hekoropsie Bornpocst Teopun

Mesxaynapoanoro Ipasa - MiMnepaTusabic HOpMBI “jus cogens”, ToumucH, 1982 (1986).
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LAHOHOO 0B39O FoIMI3996O GOOM MOZ30LYBYd0L 390 339 BY:
https://bit.ly/3hUQCeW
Copyright (c) 2010. RFE/RL, Inc. 30@0d93®30L0 69006HmM30 30Mm909m0d  MHoom

030L9BROMO §3OM3V/OOOM MOZ0LYBMJd0LAB6, 1201 Connecticut Ave., N.W. Washington
DC 20036.

9306 oemggLbodoL (05.07.1926-31.07.2019) 30MH@O(330MYd0 LOJOOHMZGM™®ML YobemgLbo
obHMGO00L 3MBHJLHT0, LOBMEOLMIOMNZ0 36033069MMMOOL FMZMMIOOd. EMIL dMIOM
0MHE 0Ly 3936 OEOTNOBL ObLM3L, P3obOLZbIMOE® GMEOL FodMYdTz0EMmdd hH3gbo
LODMBOOMYOO LOJOOMZgM™Tn 030 ™7 03 LOIYELOYOH® LZMIOL EOFOOOLYdML. o3
3b®0g, mdomabob bobgmaBogm Jo039MLOMHIHO, HMIGMLOE MY306 deMgdLodgd mogoLo
boba®Hdmog0o L3xEbagO ™M LHJINOBMOOL dMBMgYMMd0 Jgomao, 3gbLOYEMJo0L 9OMI3OM0
00(hOM909m00. LEMGYE og, 306390 3MOM3YLOL 9d™Ta, MZ0m 03069 FO30b0T300MMOL
9O®MO, 3ob0b3x69096 Lb3OEOLLZO LOTYELOIOH™M LIMMGOOL EOTOOMLYdMYO0 ¥4 03069
09Mmodhodgomo, odoh®o PdBbodg, gom®man HPYOd0bdIZ0MmMO, d6EMOO MOBIOD], 3om®ma0
B69Mgmgmo O Lbbgxda. LEM®YE 63 MHVBEOL LOTYEDOIHM BOZIHO OZOMFO LOHJOOMZIIMMA.

LObYMIBOBMYOBH030 OIMYPYZOEIOMMOOL VMEAJOOIH Y306 dmmgqjLbodolb dogc
JoOmgmo  LOEGOMOTMGOOLM  LOJOGMEOL LZMEOL EOLOWYIBJOMO® FOEOOBTYNO
3063900 6000900 O om0 Fg3a™MAn ob3h30(Eg0d OTMIYINIOMMIOL dMOAEJ60L
Bemgodo, 093MO IBPOH®  FdMOMO  3603369mm™mo0L 3960600  LOJOOHMZIMM™L
J0bemgL oLHM®0030 30069 JOOOMMEO 0xO0L3OYOI6E00L gOHM-gO M0 ZobIHMydaL
LOY6039OLOMHIH™ FPOH0IYMYIT0 OBIMZZ0. EOLOZMIYH O LOTOO M YOG 030LObYMIBoBR ML
HEOOE00L dOJMBoL O LOJOOMZIMML  ZMMMM®MBOYOO ™MII3OE00m  FO3MBIYGYMO
LYo 3MIY60d3OL oghHoHoL 30HMO9dTa, LOdFMMO LOJoOMZgm™mIn LOJIGMEMOL
LBO3ENYOY, MPYOIGOLOO VOEOMB0ZOT30molL (1872-1939), MObOMOL BgMgmemaolL (1903-
1980) ©o Lb3Yd 3EGIOHOEbM3060 FOAMBOIMALYdOL oMY, YFIHILO® LOFOGOMMYd®030
030MOhoL (Foe0E00L, 3OMIZIOODHIOOL, LOLOFOOMMM®L) 39939M00m LOddMMO GY7030L
06(Hg®9gLYOOL  FOHOMYOOL goLObYMYOMEY. 0xOH0EOIMO 3OHMABILOY, LOJOOMZGMM™L
OLYMOEOL OGO MZOL 30O MOgdTa, LOBMFOMYdOL  ™mZOMT0o, FOMIZIYMBOMO©
OHLYMO FFOGOMZIENMO0L O LOdFMMO ®970d0L BLOLYMJOOLMOD SLMEFOOEIOMEOS. O3
306H™09030, LOGO®OTMEOHOLM LOFOOMOMO, LOJOOMIIINMT0 EOLOZMYE LOTOOMENYOM 03
H®OOE00MOL HOO®YO0L 0L 30BOHM BOBFEIGO 0ym, BHMITOL 39IZ39MO0MOE MNOBDOMOL
©006Yym LOTOGOMEOL O 0YOOEOIYIO 3OMWBILOOL 030500 HGOBLARMG®DOE0Y. LEMG®IE
LOYGODOTMGOOLM  LOFOGMMOL 39339Mmo0m T930HY39m 306H39MOE, GM®M3 LOOFMMO
doamo3oobd @O  3OMIPOOHYOHOLMOE  SLMEFOMYd0L  BOBZMOE, ©OIMYZOIOIIM,
©9om3MoOHogmm LObgmMABowmTn, LOTOOMOMO dOMNOb O GMEML dLOYMIOL J39Yy60L
0bLHOBHYBI® 3Ob30MOMY00T0, MOBOLEMOMOOLY O MOBVOOG TgLodmadMMdY0d0,
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0V300690H9 dOMOOMOM030 BYIMJFYJO0L 309396(300LO O VMIMABLIGOT0.

LOYOMOTMGOLM  LOFOGBMEMOL gl MO LOJOOMZIMML  EVIMYPZOIOMOOL
0MEa960L F90amd 39Mom@Tn,  MOZ0LMOZOE  VMBOTLO3L  LOYOMOTMGOLM
LOFOGO ML LOTYEBgO™® LIMMOL BWYJYAIOMAL ML 03039 3gMomETn. Jgbodmmo
000 00bLBYdY T9(360969d0L oMY, MY306 OoMadLodol JYom®gLOE dJHoaho
LOBDMBOOMYOMH030 LOFJINOBMOd OTMYINJOMMOOL 30M39em BENgddo. LOJOOMZIEN ML
03700069ma  3MBLAHOHIYE0L, GOMIJMOE MOZEV30Mm3gmao  Lobom 1995 BgmbL o0gbo
00m909mMo0o, LOZMBLAHODHYBOM ZM3oLooL JYJomdddo dobo dMboBomgoom T9Hagabo.
0oL 060036gMmm30b0 MmO 3079dm30L LOJOOM3gMML ™M3Y30MHYdYM BYaMHbYdJ0
39006MH0Madgmo  3mbggmoghob  3oMm3gmo  HOom®mob  Fg0a™a,  LOYOEMOTMGOLM
Mm®a060d0(309000 FbGHOEOL6 07 3ob30MOMmYdPMO dMZMIbx00L dI3ZOHYE FgxoOLYdOTO.
Lb3xdMO6 9O MO, MY306 dTMgdLodob oo doMmabbdg30m O3330MOEO FOJOHM-L O
Lb3O LOYODOTMGOHOLM MEOFOBNBOEF0HO0L MWBOFOOMYOH MIYIIOHY0T0 LOJOOMZYEN ML
™M3330M909mo Mganmbgdol gboxozo®gogmmo dmbLgbogdolb 3GOIH030, OGO JOOHOMMO
OMZMO3,,0x3b0B9M0* 06 ,LOBLOYM MLYMO”, OGVIJO HMZMO (3 ,0BLOBYMO, LogdoOHMZgM™*
@0 ,(300630M0L ®ga0MB0/LOALbMOYM MLYMO, LOJOOM3gIM™”. BHYLgmoL dogc, 2008 Bemal
0330LHMEOL FIMYMMadYMOo LOJOOMZGMM®L HIGODHMEOIYMO FMENOOL6MOOL JgnbomodZ0
bgmymxzab 89093, M™MY306 omgdbodolb dog® 03 Logombdg vOMgymmo BGYO30L
OJHPOMMO0D, 30093 IBH™M BoMmMO® 0Hh0bd Mo30.

LOJOOM3gMML  Fogbom EOOMROL  BIYIYIEIOTMMOOL OO, LOYOMOTMGMOLM
LOIYE6OYOH® dMOOMYOOL b 03, MOV JJ0dMYOd 0J30L, M V3 LRBYGOH™MT0 OMOYO MO
MOMO0L dMBIGEOL 303bgEOZ0®, OMYFMY, LOJOOMZIMML MY306 dMggLadgdy JBG™
36M000 LOGOMOTMGOLM LOTOOMMOL L3gEOMOLHO OO MmN, 0L FIO-59GHMO0M
9OOOIOM0  JoOm3gm0d, MMmIJmLOE 03 LAYOML Jogbom JOM-9OMO Y39moOdY
OO 0MOOMY0d ¥ 300300 LOYOMOTMGOLM LOFOOMMAOL ©30EJYF0ddo  LomgdEom
336LOL BogomzoL 3oh030 bao BomoE. 300300 V30®YTaddao dobo LomgdiEom 3adLbo
LOYODOTMGHOLM LOFOOHMOL 0339MHOHOIYM BMGTJODY, 038 LOZOMbBY J3MYdMOZ Y39MO
3903™3 063mMoLYGY6MZ06 BOTOHMAT0 30H0MYOYMO dOdMOMZMOR00L BOBONNO.

00(H™MB0 MY3060L LOYOMOTMGOLM VMOOMYdd DMIEIH FYOHOMHBIYIMO BMEOIoMOE 30
07100036 90M@OY. dMM™®M dMBEMYYMYo0oL 9O m-9eO MO Y39Mmodg gBRG™ d3HMHobhbHyemad
LOYEOPOTMOOLM LOTOOMEMOL L3YE0OMOL®HTY, 0HOMOIEM3d dBbHMbom JoLgdgd (1937-
2011), gbmbgm, d0h™mb0 (My3060L J30eM03300ML ¥4 MOV dMggLOdgL, dOHMB MY3006MOL
OO AMZ0MbZO OVBOMY. dOHMBIO MY30630, MO MJAO Yo, 03M®O 306 0YM dOHMBOM
30Ladg O OEMBMOEO oL FOMAYOL. MPIBY, 08 dMm3ombzolb 9893, 39Mdm LOYOIG®YdT0
303300390000 0Mb0Jbo3mO:  L,LOOEOD Z03bmd  3OLYBIL, 396 30bLYBYOM”. 306GH™
3OHmxgboymm 6Mmgdo, gb FIMOGIYM bydcdmoolb Lomydzgmo goboo. doba dMLBOZMMIqo0
30630 bobL gogodobmEom: ,30L9BaL dOHMBO MY3060 dHLLMZL O VOHMB MY306L 3oLYDY
OGO dmemmL 3oobLybY. SMAMABEY, O™ 1970-006 BMyddo, 6og-0m® 330, MOIYOEIHIY
9OOOOMIYMOE dMYB0Om 3ogh™m-L LLZOOLLZO MGEObMYOOL FPYFoMOOT0 FMBOBOTNIMY.
LOddg 30 08030 dObMEOM, OMAT dLOZMIMOZ0 Lb3oMdOL 3odm, 08 CGOMALOMZOL dohMbO
93060 39339 LOZFOME OMOOMYOYMO L3YEOOMOLHO 0YM, OBEHMBOM 3OLADY 30 EIGO OMO.

00(™Mbo  mM930b0L  FGOZOMBEMOOBO  OOBHIMALAdY 033gMddHogmo  BM®3gdom
8900b393000 0O YmRBROMO. 3OLMOD EVOOLEMMYd0m dMO BEenob Bob LO3YEbogd ™ dadbYdOMm
ROBgoem 0b6hgHH30730, 03 MYTODY 3OEMOE 30LOYOGOM. 03 LOYOIGOL dmzemg OLZ3bO
3900930600600 dgodmagdd  3950009L: LOJOOMZIMML GMaMOE 30HOMS  J39YoboL,
dbmmmE 69LYodg O VMO domMOdy EOWYJI6gdP LOYBOMOTMGOLM BabMogdo Jgndmad
0330000 oMOLYdMOY. BgLYOdY EOWIYJBgdMao LOGOHMOTMEOLM BaLMogo 3o Y3gmo,
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0Y0EOE  Y3omodg IBO®™  dmogho  J3996900bm30LOE 30, JEIZOL  LOZOEPIEYIM
69L9d0LEVL (Bom MEGOL 0339MHVOHOIYMO BMGIO0LEVL) F9Eag0d. LMBMOMT0 doMOdy
©O®YJIB0oImOo LOYOMOTMGOLM BaLMH0gzoOL BaLYody OWII6gdyMmMo LOgEMOTMEHOLM
B69LGH030L3906 B03OBOMY BOOEOMHIbY, 03 OPEOMYogmo Bobddad®moO0L BoBomOo,
6H®Igmoi JgLodmgodgmlb  bEob LOJOO®MZgMM®ML ALM@PMmOM  3MMOH03xe MI3odY
0MHLYdMOOL. gL o EOHgboL 3B MEgLO, GMIGMOE E®IYTEI IMO30mM0 FodMB3930L
@mbdY 3000b0GHYMOL (dLgMO OAMB3930L gBM-ghmo M3OMLOROLM dogocmoma 2008
6oL LOJOOMZgIEM™ML BabOOMIIZ3 MYLYMOL LOAbgOGH ™M VaMaLOY), Lbgo, 3MOJbHogIm
LARBYO™Y0T0 LOJT0OObMOOL oMY, 303 LOIYEBOYOH™ domobbIgaoL LogommydL dabo
M0MH9073mmxo0L @OLOLOOYMJOMO®. dOHMB MI306L gb FOOFO® JLAMOL. LOJOOMZIMMM,
00 dbMog, d0bo LOTYE6IO™ O LOBMFOOM®MIOM030 LOJIObMOOL VBMLOZOMO Babhomao
0yom.
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TEIMURAZ ANTELAVA - LEVAN ALEXIDZE, PEREMPTORY NORMS
AND THE IMPERATIVE OF A RULES-BASED INTERNATIONAL
ORDER

By Teimuraz Antelava Levan Alexidze’s former student; chai Advisor, Organisation of the Black
Sea Economic Cooperation

This article was first pub]isbcd in Georgign langugge on the website of the Radio Tgvisuplcba
(Freedom):

https://bit.ly/3hUQCeW

Copyright (c) zo10. RFE/RL, Inc. Copyright is granted by the Radio Free Europe/Radio Freedom,
1201 Connecticut Ave., NW. Washington DC 20036.

The passing of Levan Alexidze (05.07.1926-31.07.2019) is a landmark event in the most recent history
of Georgia. There are not many among us today who remember the last time when we, as a soci-
ety, had to bid farewell to the founder of a whole academic discipline in our country. Thilisi State
University, where Levan Alexidze spent many decades of his long academic life, thus serves as a
certain repository of our collective memory in this regard. The park :1djacent to the main university
building is a resting placc for the founding fathers ochorgian academia — [vane ]avakhishvili, Ivane
Beritashvili, Dimitry Uznadze, Giorgi Chubinashvili, Andria Razmadze, Giorgi Tsereteli and oth-
ers. It is an academic of this caliber that Georgia lost with Levan Alexidze’s passing.

The first steps he took in establishing the discipline of international law in Georgia prior to the
restoration of independence and his affirmative follow-up in the years of the restoration is a contri-
bution to the newest history of our country whose significance is way beyond a mere introduction
of a certain field of law into university curricula. With no Western rule of law tradition and under
the dictate of Russian communism during Georgia’s colonial occupation, the study of law in Soviet
Georgia was mainly devoted to the interests of the Soviet regime and focused on the ideological
validation of various control mechanisms disguised as “law enforcement”. There were of course a
few exceptional personalities who tried to avoid this gloomy portrayal of law in their teachings.
The names of Luarsab Andronikashvili (1872-1939) and Tina Tsereteli (1903-1980) usually appear
first in this rather short list. Yet, on the whole, while governed from Russia, che 1egai profession
in Gcorgia was Widcly pcrccivcd as subservient to the Russian rule and the interests of the Soviet
regime. It was Levan Alexidze’s scholarly effort that provided, in such a state of affairs, a narrow
window of opportunity to glance at the Western legal tradition through international law. This is
where a transformation of law and of the 1egal pi‘ofession in Georgia began. It was precise]y through
international law that we first learned of the importance of law for a democratic society; and that,
in a normal country, instead of being an instrument of coercive governance, it is an essential pillar
for democracy and its institutions, equal opportunities and prevention of the abuse of power.

This role of international law in Georgia's post-independence period signifies, on its own, the role
of the founder of the discipline. Perhaps it also explains Levan Alexidze’s active involvement in a
number of undertakings beyond academia. He was a member of the commission of experts that
drafted the Constitution ochorgia, adoptcd in 1995. He was also instrumental in achicving proper
engagement of the relevant international organizations during and after the firsc wave of the armed
conflicts in the early 1990s in the Russian occupied regions of Georgia. It is largely to his credit
that in all official UN documents, these regions, from early on, have been denominated not just as
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“Abkhazia“ and “South Ossetia”, but as “Abkhazia, Georgia“ and “Tskhinvali region/South Ossetia,
Georgia”. Those efforts have proven to be even more important after Russia invaded Georgia in
August 2008, openly established its belligerent occupation in the two regions, and therefrom aban-
doned all earlier actempts to disguise itself as a “mediator”.

Apart from all what he represented within Georgia, Levan Alexidze is perhaps still the best known
Georgian scholar of international law outside of it. To date, he remains the only Georgian who was
honored to lecture at the Hague Academy of International Law. His course on peremptory norms
reprinted in the Recueil de cours of that year (1981—111, Vol. 172) is cited in Virtual]y all subsequent
works on the subject. His international recognition once even turned into a jocose story. One of the
most consequential international lawyers of the last decades, the Italian Antonio Cassese (1937-2011)
asked Levan Alexidze’s granddaughter Tamara, to give him his cordial regards. Levan, of course,
knew who Antonio Cassese was and even kept some of his works close to his desk. Yet, for some
time he had no more recollection of a personal acquaintance. In the narrow circle around him this
instantly became a teaser. His former scudents-turned-colleagues kept exclaiming: “Antonio Cassese
remembers Professor Alexidze, yet Professor Alexidze does not remember Antonio Cassese!“ He
then finally remembered. It turned out that both had participated in the work of some of the UN
organs in New York in the 1970s and were at some point introduced to each other. With Cassese still
in his late chirties back then and Alexidze nearing ﬁﬁy, in all likelihood, the former was perceived
by the latter as a younger colleague. The age difference, then, appears to have been the main culprit
of the episode that caused so much amusement to those of us who followed the story.

Levan Alexidze’s enduring interest in peremptory norms was not driven only by some detached
academic curiosity. In an incerview that I recorded with him about ten years ago he laid out his
arguments which can be summarized as follows: as a small country Georgia can enjoy a peaceful
existence only under a rules-based international order, where even the mightiest shall abide by
international law which cannot be overridden by instances of unilateralism (hence the relevance of
peremptory norms). The eventual success of the ongoing global transformation from a force-based
to a rules-based international order is an essential precondition for the existence of Georgia on
the political map of the world. The many Challenges to this transformation (one of which, perhaps
most vivid for Georgia, was Russia’s military aggression against it in 2008) necessitate, among other
means, a constant effort for upholding its value, also at the academic level. He knew it all too well.
Georgia, in this sense, was the main point of his scholarship and of his great service to the public.
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REMARKS BY CARL HARTZELL, AMBASSADOR
OF THE EUROPEAN UNION TO GEORGIA

[ feel very honoured to be among those who, dcspitc my rclativcly short time here in Georgia, had
the opportunity to meet and get to know the brilliant legal mind of the esteemed academic Levan
Alexidze; a staunch, unwavering partner and supporter of European Union in Georgia.

Among his achievements on this front I would like to mention the introduction of the first ever
inter-disciplinary European Studies course in the English language in Georgia. The Delegation of the
European Union has also been proud to have him as a partner in championing an intcrdisciplinary
program at the Georgian Institute of Public Administration and the Tbilisi State University on
Migration Management. Professor Alexidze was always at the forefront when it came to supporting
our initiatives, always ready to take it upon himself to facilitate the accreditation of a variety of
educational programs that contributed to the process of Georgia’s landmark achievement of visa

free travel to the EU.

Professor Alexidze was a humanist, a patriot, respected legal mind as well as a committed educator
of a new generation of Georgians, reminding them of their country’s history, independence, and its
role in the wider region. Oxford Bibliographics last year called him the “foremost authority in the

field of international law in Georgia”; a statement that speaks for itself.

Others will be better p]accd to summarise his extensive work that have contributed to shaping
Georgia to what it is today and where it is heading tomorrow. This includes his role in drafting the
Georgian Constitution and facilitating Georgia’s admittance to various international organisations
as well as formulating and arguing key positions that Georgia continues to defend to this day in

EhCSC fOI'ﬂ.

Let me take this opportunity to lend my personal support for the establishment of the Levan
Alexidze Foundation as a celebration to the life of chis great man and as a platform to keeping his
legacy alive for future generations of Georgians.

With great respect,
Carl Hartzell
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Violeta Wagner, International Centre for Migration Policy Dcvclopmcnt, Austria

Professor Levan Aleksidze, you were the engine behind ICMPD academic activities in Geor-
gia - we received support, advise, and feedback - and all of this combined with your end-
less optimism, smile, and hope which motivated us to do more, go further and reach high—
er. Your devotion to Georgia, the Thilisi State University, Law and Justice a]ways imprcsscd
us personally and inspired professionally. Your sense of humor never left any meeting with-
out laugh, your kindness went far beyond famous Georgian hospitality, and it was abso-
lutely impossible to measure and assess your deep knowledge and wide sphere of interests.
We will do our very best to continue doing what we have agreed, promised and started together - in
the same spirit as if you were with us, professor.

On behalf of the ICMPD ENIGMMA team,
Violeta Wagner

Dr. Maurizio Ragazzi, LLM (Columbia), DPhil (Oxford), Washington, D.C., USA

I was deeply sorry to receive the news of Prof. Alexidze's death. I had the privilege of meeting
him (and enjoying his unmatchable hospitality) in Thbilisi in 1981, and then again at The Hague
during the summer of that same year. After contributing to a book of essays in his honor,
[ was then pleased to exchange Christmas greetings with him, and to get to know Vaso Jaiani,
a relative of his to whom I am copying this message, along with the expression of my sadness.

Prof. Alexidze was an outstanding lawyer and a true gentleman, who has left a mark in the hearts
and minds of all those who have met him. My wife and I are requesting that a Mass be celebrated for
his soul. We are also praying for consolation to Prof. Alexidze’s famﬂy members, and joining them in
gratitude to God for having given us the gift of Prof. Alexidze’s presence in our lives over the years.

With heartfelt condolences,
Dr. Maurizio Ragazzi

Gr. Baldur Kristjansson, former Vice-Chair and member in respect of Iceland, European Commis-
sion against Racism and Intollerance

Levan was one of the wisest man in ECRI, defintely a brilliant incrnational legal mind. He was al-
ways very friendly and we had often small talk on the way out or to the bus. (He was pretty old and
walked slowly). If I remember right (yes I do) he came to Iceland on a ECRI visit and I showed him
f.ex. Thingvellir one of our national treasures. But condolences. Levan was a remarkable man, a good
man, a man one remembers, a man his people (and all of us) can be proud of.

Gr. Baldur Kristjansson former member of ECRI in respect of Iceland.



356 Levan Alexidze Journal of International Law [2020]

Prof’ Lauri Hannikainen, former member in respect of Finland, European Commission against
Racism and Intollerance

[twasinthe early 1980’ when Uncle Levan lectured on jus cogensin the Hague Summer Academy. ['was
in the process of writing a dissertation on jus cogens in Helsinki and traveled to the Hague to listen to
the lectures about jus cogens. T also had the chance to discuss with Uncle Levan. The outcome was that
in the following years we corresponded regularly and when my dissertation was published, he was one
of the two experts whom [ called my supervisors - he and Roger S. Clark from Rutgers University, the
USA. (in Finland I did not have any supervisor!!) I warmly thanked these knowledgeable professors.

Some fifteen years later [ met again Uncle Levan and during 2003-11 we met regularly as members of the
Council ofEuropc Commission against Racism and Intolerance (ECRI) in Strasbourg. We discussed a
lot together in amicable atmosphere. When a Festschrift was published in honour of Uncle Levan, Twas
one of the writers - writing an up-to-date article on jus cogens. I also learned to know his daughter and
atone time tried to have such a role as Uncle Levan has had towards me - an informal supervisor of her
dissertation work. However, my role as supervisor remained minor compared with Uncle Levan's role.

He lived a 10ng and rich life! Many thanks to him!

Lauri Hannikainen
Professor of International Law, emeritus, Finland

Alenka Prvinsek Persoglio, Vice President, International Association Connecting Technologies
For Citizens, Austria

With prof. Levan Alcksidze we shared the same passion — the passion for the work with young,
bright students. We both believed that there is no future without the past, and that the trans-gen-
eration transfer of knowledge, wisdom and experience pave the way for better tomorrow.

I met prof. Aleksidze for the first time in early 2011, when I worked as a lawyer on an interesting
EU project — about the curriculum on migration and asylum for the Government and Academia
for Georgia and Moldova; we were all pioneers; this vibrant project articulated the needs for evi-
dence-based migration policy that requested strong input of Academia. In this regard, the role and
impact of princip]cs of international law on the rights of individuals balanced with the principlc
of Souveregnity of the State brought the Tbilisi State University with personal engagement of prof.
Aleksidze, his team and the students, into the very focus of a modern concept of migration policy.

The results: the teams of the students of international public law of the TSU, led by prof.
Aleksidze’s student, prof Ketevan Khuesishvilli, who were the winners of the European moot
court competition on asylum or at the top of these and other competitions, confirmed the fact
that the academic strength of the department of international public law led by prof. Aleksid-
z¢ may compete with other European Universities on equnl basis. Furthermore, it is the winner.
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[ wish to express my sadness in regard of the loss of one of the greatest men that I ever met and share
fond memories about him, expressing my dccpcst condolences to his fami]y, and his Collcagucs and
his students at the University. I conclude my tribute to prof. Aleksidze with the lyrics of the poet
from John Donne:

“No man is an island,

Entire of itself.

Eachisa piece of the continent,

A part of the main.

If'a clod be washed away by the sea,
Europe is the less.

As well as if a promontory were.
As well as if a manor of thine own,
Or of thine friend’s were.

Each man’s death diminishes me,
For I am involved in mankind.
Therefore, send not to know

For whom the bell tolls,

It tolls for thee.”

Alenka Prvinsek Persoglio
8
Internacional Association Connecting Teclmologics for Citizens
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29 August 2019

Dear family, friends and colleagues,

It was with great sadness that we received the message that Professor Levan Alexidze
passed away on 31 July.

We shared only a brief episode of his very long life, but feel privileged that we had the
opportunity to meet with him, to learn from him and to be inspired by him. His clear
mind, warmth and lifelong engagement with international law have left us with
unforgettable impressions.

For you, who have lived and worked with him for such a long time it must be difficult to
go on without him. There will be an emptiness but we are confident that his spirit will
live on and will continue to inspire you for many years to come.

Sharing some beautiful moments with him during our first joint summer school earlier
in July 2019 was a precious gift. Celebrating his 93t birthday, enjoying what must have
been one of his last lectures, appreciating his mild criticism and suggestions; these are
all more than nice memories.

We hope that after his long life he will now rest in peace.

Wishing you strength in dealing with this loss and in helping his spirit to live on.

Your friends from the University of Groningen
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Cold War International Law Project, Australia-United Kingdom

On behalf of the Cold War International Law Project

We will always remember Professor Alexidze’s spirit, hospitality and kindness on the occasion of
our Conference in 2017 at the Georgian Writers House in Old Tbilisi. He was a formidable presence
with a great intellectual curiosity and gravitas. He will be greatly missed in Georgia and by those of
us in the broader international law community.

Professor Gerry Simspon, London School of Economics and Political Science, United Kingdom

[ was saddened to learn of my dear friend, Levan’s death last month. I visited Tbilisi on many oc-
casions and aiwnys the highiights of these trips were my encounters with Levan. At seminars he
would gently rebuke me with the famous phrase “In Soviet times...“ before going on to say how I had
misdescribed the era. His toasts at the supra were utterly legendary: the ultimate tamada. And his
kindness, intelligence, care for international law, and humour were immense. | espeeiaily liked Le-
van’s wonderful sense ofpiayfulness - undiminished into his late years. I wish his family and friends
a long life and send my condolences to everyone in Thilisi who knew and loved him.

Professor Gerry Simpson
London School of Economics

Stephanos Stavros, former Executive Secretary, European Commission against Racism and Intol-
lerance, Council of Europe

Levan Alexidze’s contribution to the work of the European Commission against Racism and In-
tolerance (ECRI) was greatly appreciated by everyone involved therein: Council of Europe gov-
ernments, civil society, fellow ECRI members and secretariat alike. Speaking for the latter, I can
confidently say that Levan will be long remembered for his wisdom, charisma and experience, great
knowledge of international law, unique understanding of international relations and many human
qualities (which made it a pleasure to work with him in a collective body). I spent many hours with
him in Strasbourg during ECRI’s plcnary meetings and also had the picasurc of secing Levan in
Tiblisi on the occasion of a big event we organised there to discuss ECRI’s finding and recommen-
dations concerning Georgia. I am sure that this beautiful Southern Caucasus country has produced
many great sons (and daughters). Levan must be among the most remarkable ones. His many years
of involvement in the international community have rendered a great service to his people and his
compatriots must be proud of this. The rest of us are grateful for all he did to advance the (increas-
ingly difficule) cause of‘promoting greater respect for human rights in Europe.

Stephanos Stavros, fowner executive secretary to ECRI
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Strasbourg, 29 August 2019

To the family of Levan Alexidze,

On behalf of all the members of the European Commission against Racism and Intolerance
(ECRI) and the members of ECRI's secretariat, | wish to express my great sadness at the

on against Ra

news of the death of Levan Alexidze.

Levan was an active and committed member of ECRI and was very much appreciated by his

colleagues and friends in Strasbourg.

nne contre le racisme €

cism and Intolerance

{ 1intolérance

| have sent a message to all ECRI members informing them of this sad news.

We are all thinking of you and wish to express our condolences and deepest sympathy.

Yours sincerely,

-

| J

Jean-Paul Lehners

Secretariat of ECRI

Directorate General Il - Democracy
Directorate of Anti-Discrimination
Council of Europe

F-67075 Strasbourg Cedex

|

Tel.: +33 (0)3 90 21 46 62
E-mail: ecri@coe.int
Internet: www.coe.int/ecri
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